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SUBJECT SELECTION PROCESS 

This booklet describes the subjects that Yarra Valley Grammar may offer Year 9 students next 
year. English, Mathematics, Languages, Science, Food Studies and Body Mind Spirit (BMS) are all 
compulsory subjects for the entire year and are run in semesters. All other electives are 
conducted in trimesters. In some cases, trimester units may not be offered in a particular year, 
or due to insufficient students selecting a trimester unit. 

Please note the following regarding the subject selection process: 

1. Students and parents / carers should carefully read the information contained in this 
booklet. 
 

2. Current Year 8 students choose subjects from the list offered which are compliant with the 
requirements. They are required to choose subjects from across the curriculum. 

 
3. No electives chosen in Year 9 are pre-requisites for future studies. 

 
4. 
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SPORT 

All students in Year 9 are expected to be available to play Saturday Sport for the School. They are 
also expected to attend training after school on the designated day and/or as required. Clear 
guidelines are set out with regards to Sport and students and their parents should familiarise 
themselves with these. 
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LINK@9 

LEARNING AND INNOVATION FOR NEW KNOWLEDGE AT YEAR 9 

The acronym LINK@9 represents Learning and Innovation for New Knowledge at Year 9. The 
LINK@9 program is an experiential learning program designed specifically to meet the 
educational needs of Year 9 students. This program is accessible to all and is engaging, 
challenging and rewarding. 

The Program is designed to improve students' understanding of innovation, collaboration, 
diversity, faith, world religions, civics and citizenship, pathways and careers, social and 
commercial enterprises, entrepreneurial skills and the evolving world around them. Students 
work and rotate through a set of modules to ensure they explore a range of topics to further 
enhance their developing understanding and skillset. These modules include: Faith@9, 
Enterprise@9 and Personal Pathways@9. 
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OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Students are encouraged to involve themselves in a broad range of co-curricular activities. There 
is an abundant range of activities on offer to Year 9 students in the many musical ensembles, 
sporting activities, drama, debating and community links to name a few. 
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YEAR 9 – 
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Why study Digital 
Technologies? 
COMPUTING 

Computing technologies are rapidly evolving, presenting expansive opportunities for 
forward-thinking individuals to pioneer new innovations and derive novel applications for 
existing digital resources. Students are equipped with the crucial knowledge and skills to 
acclimate themselves to this dynamic digital environment. This includes the capability to identify 
emerging tech trends, envision innovative applications for AI and digital technologies, and 
contemplate the positive impacts these technologies may deliver to society, both locally and 
globally. 
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IT FUNDAMENTALS 

Suggested Pathway: Year 9 IT Fundamentals ➔ Year 10 Computing and/or Year 10 Media ➔ 
VCE Unit 1 & 2 Applied Computing / VCE Units 1 & 2 Media ➔ VCE Units 
3 & 4 Data Analytics or VCE Units 3 & 4 Software Development / VCE 
Units 3 & 4 Media 

Unit Description 

This course is designed to help prepare students for a rapidly changing world by building skills 
and helping students understand more about the role of ICT in society now and in the future.  
The aim is to develop the generalised skills of digital content creation, problem solving, 
independent research, time management and planning. Students will have the opportunity to 
see how a computer works and improve their skills at a micro level by learning how to use both 
Microsoft Office and Google Apps. They will also look at the global implications for the use of 
Digital Technologies. 

Through the trimester, students will create digital products that will help them learn some of the 
basic skills and concepts behind: 

● making the most of your laptop 

● how a computer works 

● how data travels 

● fundamentals of word processing and spreadsheeting 

● graphic and web design 

● the implications of social media for you and society 

● financial management and forecasting 

● IT cyber security and cyber safety awareness 

Assessment Tasks 

● Portfolio 

● Practical tasks 

● Assignment work 

● End of trimester assessment 
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MEDIA 
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Why study English? 
 

The study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical 
thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity. This study also develops students’ ability to 
construct and analyse texts, moving from interpretation to reflection and critical analysis. 
Through engagement with texts from the contemporary world and from the past, and using texts 
from Australia and from other cultures, students studying English become confident, articulate 
and critically aware communicators and further develop a sense of themselves, their world and 
their place within it. English helps equip students for participation in a democratic society and 
the global community. 

This study enables students to: 

● extend their English language skills through thinking, listening, speaking, reading, viewing 
and writing 

● analyse and discuss a range of texts from different periods, styles, genres and contexts 

● enhance their understanding, enjoyment and appreciation of the English language in its 
written, spoken and multimodal forms 

● understand how culture, values and context underpin the construction of texts and how 
this can affect meaning and interpretation 

● understand how ideas are presented by analysing form, purpose, context, structure and 
language 

● analyse their own and others’ texts, and make relevant connections to themselves, their 
community and the world 

● convey ideas, feelings, observations and information effectively in written, spoken and 
multimodal forms to a range of audiences 

● recognise the role of language in thinking and expression of ideas 

● demonstrate in the creation of their own written, spoken and multimodal texts an ability 
to make informed choices about the construction of texts in relation to purpose, 



 

Year 9 Curriculum Booklet 2025 CRICOS 00356E Page 18 

English 
English is a core subject that all students study 

ENGLISH 

Compulsory Pathway: Year 9 English ➔ Year 10 English, EAL ➔ Units 1 & 2 English, EAL and/or 
Literature ➔ Units 3 & 4 English, EAL and/or Literature 

Unit Description 

This course develops students’ communication and argumentative skills, and their critical 
responses to a range of texts. It develops confidence and competence in writing for a range of 
purposes and audiences. Students are guided to explore and interpret different perspectives on 
increasingly complex issues and to construct written and spoken responses drawing on these 
perspectives. Students undertake a closer examination of the critical, social and cultural 
dimensions of language through exposure to a variety of print and non-print texts, and by their 
own individual reading. Students extend their capacity to listen and to communicate orally by 
participating in class and group discussions, and by delivering prepared oral presentations. 

Assessment Tasks 

● A range of writing tasks directed at specific audiences and written for a variety of 
purposes 

● Creative and analytical text responses 

● Written and oral presentations of issues 

● End of semester examination 
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ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL) 

Available to: Year 9 EAL students 

Suggested Pathway: Year 9 EAL ➔ Year 10 EAL ➔ Units 1 & 2 EAL ➔ Units 3 & 4 EAL 

Unit Description 

Students whose first language is not English enrol in this subject instead of English classes. The 
focus of this course is to develop students’ English skills in terms of four key areas; speaking, 
reading, listening and writing. They learn to read extended English texts, expand their vocabulary 
and improve their writing skills. In addition, students concentrate on grammar and 
comprehension within different texts types and contexts. 
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Why study Food 
Studies? 
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SPORTS SCIENCE – YEAR 9 

Suggested Pathway: Year 9 Sports Science ➔ Year 10 Physical Education Studies➔ VCE 
Physical Education 

Students will explore a range of exercise science related content knowledge, aimed at 
encouraging students to develop a greater understanding of a variety of sports science fields. 
This is explored through topics such as Exercise Physiology, Sports Nutrition, Exercise 
Prescription, Sports Psychology and First Aid. These areas are first investigated from a 
theoretical perspective, before being applied in practical lessons. 

Unit Description 

You would choose this subject if you were interested in: 

● pursuing a career in biomedical science, health science or exercise science 

● knowing more about fitness industry careers such as personal training and fitness 
instructing 

● teaching others to be healthier, or coaching clients and players to achieve their best 

● being able to provide specific feedback to help people improve their performance 

● the physiology of the human body and the fitness components of exercise 

Units of work include: 

● Coaching 

● First aid 

● Fitness 

● Fuel and hydration 

● Introduction to biomechanics in sport 

● Training methods and principles to improve performance, including sports psychology 

Assessment Tasks 

● Practical and theoretical assessment of coaching performance 

● Written test on fitness components, training methods and the assessment of fitness 

● Case studies and written reports 

● End of trimester assessment 
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Why study Business 
Studies? 
 

Business Studies subjects are included within the Humanities and are an important component 
of the curriculum on offer at Yarra Valley Grammar because they provide excellent preparation 
for tertiary study, they furnish students with relevant life and workforce skills and an 
opportunity to achieve high academic and VCE standards. 

Business Studies subjects are selected by a high proportion of both VCE and pre-VCE students. 
They support students with life skills such as knowledge of financial literacy, consumer rights, 
the role of government in terms of law making and economic regulation, and workforce related 
skills. Students in Business Studies have the opportunity to progress into the four key business 
subjects of Accounting, Business Management, Economics and Legal Studies, which in turn 
contributes to their background knowledge that acts as a clear advantage when embarking on 
related tertiary studies in Commerce. 

 







 

Year 9 Curriculum Booklet 2025 CRICOS 00356E Page 27 

LAW AND THE ECONOMY 

Suggested Pathways: Year 9 Law and the Economy ➔ Units 1 & 2 Legal Studies ➔ Units 3 & 4 
Legal Studies 

Year 9 Law and the Economy ➔ Units 1 & 2 Economics ➔ Units 3 & 4 
Economics 

Unit Description 
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Why Study 
Humanities? 
 

Students at Yarra Valley Grammar have a significant advantage as there are a number of great 
choices to select from in the Humanities.  Far from just deciding a career path, these courses 
enrich how students think, study, communicate and participate in society and in the workforce. 

Psychology has the benefit of teaching students how their mind (and others’) works. What better 
study tool or advantage in the professional world? 

Geography allows students to understand how global societies function, how tourist 
infrastructure operates and which environmental hazards pose the greatest threats to our cities 
and communities. 

Global Politics offers a key understanding of how international politics function and is a critical 
skill in the ever changing Australian economy. Careers in business and law are advanced with key 
knowledge from this pathway. 

History is not only the study of the past but of the future.  Critical analysis of events as well as 
historians allows for the foundation for studies at university, supports literacy and academic 
writing and provides context for the nation and the world’s precarious problems. Revolutions 
and Australian History are of benefit to those who wish to go into law, academics, business and 
teaching. 

Humanities at Yarra Valley Grammar offers a breadth of subjects to aid in academic and personal 
discovery. 
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Why study Languages? 
 

Anyone who has enjoyed studying the language and culture of France and China in the Middle 
School should seriously consider continuing their language studies in the Senior School. France is 
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Languages 
Students must continue to study their language from Years 7 and 8 throughout all of Year 9 

CHINESE (LANGUAGE, CULTURE AND SOCIETY) 

Suggested Pathway: Year 9 Chinese ➔ Year 10 Chinese Language, Culture and Society ➔ 
Units 1 & 2 Chinese Language, Culture and Society ➔ Units 3 & 4 
Chinese Language, Culture and Society 

Unit Description 

Topics covered in this course centre on shopping and travelling in China, daily routines, 
schooling, directions and finding your way around town and identifying Chinese landmarks. 

Learning activities include designing and writing a travel itinerary, role playing about shopping 
and bargaining, playing vocabulary building games and completing interactive quizzes and 
puzzles on the internet.  Other tasks include role plays about asking for directions, vocabulary 
building games, completing interactive quizzes and puzzles on the internet and an excursion to a 
Chinese restaurant. 

Equal emphasis is placed on each of the four macro skills: listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.  Students further their conversation skills by participating in guided role-plays and 
interviews.  They listen to a range of Chinese speakers and read a variety of texts on the topics 
being studied.  Importance is placed on achieving grammatical competence and using a wider 
variety of vocabulary and structures in both written and spoken situations.  Longer pieces of 
writing are required, demonstrating increasing complexity of grammatical structures and variety 
of vocabulary. 

Students will also be assessed on their understanding of aspects of Chinese culture, such as 
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Mathematics 
Mathematics is a core subject. The School will allocate students to the most appropriate 
mathematics class according to their ability and recent assessment results. 

MATHEMATICS 

Compulsory Pathway:  Year 9 Mathematics ➔ Year 10 Mathematics ➔ VCE Mathematics 
Subjects 

Unit Description 

This course is designed to provide students with essential mathematical skills and knowledge in 
the three content strands of the Australian Curriculum: Number and Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. Students are encouraged to apply their mathematical 
knowledge in the solution of mathematical problems in unfamiliar situations and to further 
develop their skills in the area of relevant technology. Students study linear and simultaneous 
equations, probability, Pythagoras’ theorem, algebra: expansion and factorisation, congruent 
and similar shapes, trigonometry, quadratic functions, measurement and statistics. 

Assessment Tasks 

● Investigations, problem solving tasks 

● Topic tests assess students’ proficiency in understanding, fluency, problem solving 
and reasoning 

● End of semester examination 
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Why study Outdoor 
Education? 
 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

Outdoor Education should be considered by those who are fascinated about the exploration of 
environmental issues, the interactions we have with various environments and Victoria’s 
environmental history.  Students who participate in this course learn and practice unique 
practical skills in a range of outdoor pursuits, whilst developing a greater understanding of our 
influence on specific environments and how society can move towards a more sustainable 
future. 
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Outdoor Education 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

Suggested Pathway:  Year 9 Outdoor Education ➔ Units 1 & 2 Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies ➔ Units 3 & 4 Outdoor and Environmental Studies 

This subject consists of a mixture of class work exploring environmental concepts, practical 
classes investigating practical skills for outdoor pursuits and excursions for the application of 
these skills.  The geography, natural processes, natural history, human history, current use, 
impacts and sustainable future of the Yarra Valley area will be explored through a combination 
of experiences in the outdoor environment and school based learning. Practical classes may 
involve activities such as knot tying, shelter creation and camp cooking in the Yarra bushland. 
Whilst a season-dependent excursion is also offered to explore the natural world via an outdoor 
recreational pursuit which may include bike riding, canoeing, or surfing. This experience will 
require students to make observations, collect data and reflect upon their unit themes.  

Unit Description 

Outdoor Skills and Leadership – students develop skills in preparing for the outdoors exploring 
weather interpretation, technology development in outdoor pursuits, navigation, menu 
development, knots and camp set-ups, risk management, group dynamics and team building. 

Sustainable Environments:  Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow – students gain an understanding 
of human/nature relationships, Indigenous and early European land use, human impacts through 
commercial, conservational and recreational activities, introduced and native species of Victoria, 
and sustainable initiatives of tomorrow. 

This subject aims to draw and build upon students’ knowledge and abilities in a number of 
subject areas such as Science, Humanities, Physical Education and Outdoor Education in a holistic 
and student-centred manner.  During class time students will undertake project work based 
around their experiences in the field. 

Assessment Tasks 

● 
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Why study Science? 
 

Science is the area of study where students: 

● learn about the biological, chemical, physical and technological world 

● plan and conduct investigations to test scientific ideas and explanations 

● understand that scientific knowledge has been developed over time by scientists from 
cultures all around the world 

● learn that the scientific understanding of the world is constantly changing due to 
continuing research and new technology 

Students often ask the question: Why do we have to do Science?  The answer is so students can: 

● understand the world around them and their role in that world 

● understand the role that Science plays in our society 

● develop skills of planning and conducting investigations, gathering information, team 
work and evaluating their findings 

● act responsibly when using scientific equipment and applying scientific knowledge 

Science education enables students to: 

● develop the confidence, knowledge and skills to find answers to their own questions 
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Science 
Science is a compulsory subject that all students study.  In addition, students may study a trimester 
science elective. 

SCIENCE 

Suggested Pathway: Year 9 Science ➔ Year 9 Science Elective ➔ Year 10 Science Elective ➔ 
Appropriate VCE Science 

Unit Description 

Compulsory Year 9 Science includes the study of topics from biology, chemistry and physics and 
is studied over two independent semesters. In Semester 1, students study chemical reactions 
and homeostasis.  In Semester 2, students study the principles of electricity and complete an 
independent scientific investigation chosen in an area of personal interest. Practical work forms 
an integral part of the course and students learn new skills and refine existing skills. Students 
complete experiments and application tasks that extend their skills and knowledge within each 
topic. 

Assessment Tasks 

● Topic tests 

● Projects and data analysis tasks 

● Practical reports 

● End of semester examination 
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FORENSIC SCIENCE 

Suggested Pathway: Year 9 Science ➔ Year 9 Forensic Science ➔ Year 10 Biology and/or 
Chemistry ➔ Units 1 & 2 Biology and/or Chemistry ➔ Units 3 & 4 
Biology and/or Chemistry 

Unit Description 

Students study a range of techniques that are used in forensic science. Some of the techniques 
studied include fingerprint analysis, chemical analysis, blood grouping and DNA testing. The role Bigustin.tsolgt 
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Why study Art, Design 
and Technology? 
 

There are numerous benefits to studying Art, Design, and Technology (ADT), which is part of The 
Arts Key Learning Area. These subjects enhance creative thinking, broaden perspectives, improve 
presentation skills, and develop time management, attention to detail, problem-solving, and 
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Art, Design and 
Technology (ADT) 
 
Minimum of two units from the Key Learning Area: The Arts (ADT, Drama and Music) must be 
studied by Year 9 students. 

ADT subjects include Art Creative Practice (ACP), Visual Communication and Design (VCD) and 
Product Design and Technology (PDT). 

ACP - DRAWING 

Suggested Pathway:  Year 9 ACP 
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ACP – PAINTING 

Suggested Pathway: Year 9 ACP – Painting ➔ Year 10 ACP - Art ➔ 
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ACP – PHOTOGRAPHY 

Suggested Pathway:  Year 9 ACP – Photography ➔ Year 10 ACP – Photography ➔ Units 1 & 2 
ACP ➔ Units 3 & 4 ACP 

Unit Description 

In Year 9 Art Creative Practice - Photography, students explore the fundamental concepts and 
skills of digital photography. While this technology has revolutionised our perception and sharing 
of moments, its craft is often misunderstood. Throughout the course, students develop 
proficiency with digital cameras, layout design, and software like Adobe Photoshop. The focus is 
on using photography to develop and document ideas during exploration and design processes. 
This subject provides a platform for students to nurture creativity, technical skills, and 
understanding of the photographic process, extending beyond the realm of selfies and mobile 
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VCD – 
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PDT - TEXTILES 

Suggested Pathway: Year 9 PDT - Textiles ➔ Year 10 PDT – Textiles ➔ Units 1 & 2 PDT– 
Textiles ➔ Units 3 & 4 PDT - Textiles 

Unit Description 

Year 9 Product Design Technology – Textiles immerses students in the rich heritage and diverse 
applications of textile design. They explore fabric manipulation, surface embellishment, and 
textile printing, integrating cutting-edge technologies and sustainable practices. Product 
designers leverage these advancements to enhance daily life, creatively problem-solving and 
utilizing textile properties like texture and durability. Students develop products that meet 
societal needs while promoting sustainability. The course introduces the Double Diamond design 
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Why study Drama? 
 

Drama is about communication, the understanding of emotions and the spoken and written 
word, and performing.  The study of Drama will certainly prepare students who wish to pursue a 
career in the area of Performing Arts; however, more than that it will provide a foundation for a 
whole range of careers.  The skills that are learnt by studying Drama, such as teamwork, 
confidence, analysis and communication are invaluable in later life. 

Students choosing Drama need to be creative and have an interest in understanding how we 
communicate ideas, thoughts and opinions to other people.  In today’s workforce, a person is 
expected to make presentations, to be able to speak confidently and deliver information 
effectively.  Students need to prepare to be global workers who travel and work alongside 
people in different countries; having the ability to communicate and have empathy and 
understanding are qualities employers are looking for.  Drama teaches teamwork and gives the 
student the skills so they can think on their feet and be able to quickly make decisions and act 
upon them. 

These transferrable skills learnt through Drama are crucial in preparing students to be part of the 
next generation’s workforce.  The catchcry around employment is about being creative, thinking 
outside the box and being able to be flexible in the workplace.  Employers most sought after 
skills are problem-solving, collaboration, critical thinking, creativity, entrepreneurship and 
communicating.  These skills are developed through the study of Drama and are useful for 
students considering a career in Theatre
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Why study Music? 
 

Many students enjoy being involved in the music program at Yarra Valley Grammar by playing or 
singing in an ensemble outside of class time; however, fewer consider that there is also the 
opportunity to study Music as a subject, all the way through to VCE level. 

Some students (and parents) take the view that if they do not plan to be a professional musician 
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Music 
MUSIC EXPLORATIONS 

Suggested Pathway: Year 9 Music Explorations ➔ Year 10 Music Performance ➔ Units 1 & 2 
Music Performance ➔ Units 3 & 4 Music Performance 

Unit Description 

This is a practical course where all students can experience making and creating music using 
both instruments and devices, as well as developing skills in producing musical performances. 
Students are given the opportunity to choose a genre of music of interest to them, such as Jazz, 
Music Theatre, Rock, Electronic Music, Acapella, Chamber Music, or Celtic Music and to then 
explore it through composition, research and performance. 

Students will choose a genre to explore on their instrument and will develop performance skills 
in their chosen genre, as well performing in small groups and pairs.  Students will also study 
arranging skills, preparing a piece of their own choice to perform with instruments of the class. 
The course will culminate in a performance where each student will perform their arrangement 
of a popular piece, as well as a piece in their chosen genre. 

Skills developed will include performance skills, improvisation skills, music arranging skills and 
collaborative group skills. 

Students undertaking this subject should be taking private lessons on any instrument or voice. If 
they do not have lessons on an instrument or voice they can perform using their device or tuned 
percussion. 

Assessment Tasks 

● Group performance 

● Arrangement of own choice for class instruments 

● Performance at the end of semester concert 

● End of trimester assessment 
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SONGWRITING 

Suggested Pathway: Year 9 Creative Music ➔ Year 10 Music Performance ➔ Units 1 & 2 
Music Performance ➔ Units 3 & 4 Music Performance 

Unit Description 

This course focuses on developing the skills to facilitate songwriting and the creation of original 
music by the students. Students will make use of music technology utilising software such as 
Noteflight/Sibelius for music publishing and GarageBand/Soundation for music production to 
create and publish their own music. Principles of songwriting, melody writing, lyric writing and 
music theory will be covered. 

Assessment Tasks 

● Composition of original song 

● Arrangement / re-mix of a popular tune 

● Create original piece using loops and audio 

● End of trimester assessment 

 


